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COP stands for Conference of the Parties. 

ΨtŀǊǘƛŜǎΩ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƎƴŀǘƻǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ bŀǘƛƻƴǎ 
Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) 
- a treaty agreed in 1994 which has 197 Parties (196 
countries and the EU). 
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ÅA global framework to avoid dangerous climate change by 
limiting global warming to well below 2°C and pursuing 
efforts to limit it to 1.5°C  

ÅAlmost all countries signed up 

ÅCountries to publish national plans setting out how much 
they would reduce their emissions - known as Nationally 
5ŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜŘ /ƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴǎΣ ƻǊ Ψb5/ǎΩ 

ÅEvery five years they would come back with an updated, 
more ambitious plan. 
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However... 

ÅThe targets announced in Paris would result in warming 
above 3 C̄ by 2100, compared to pre-industrial levels 

ÅShipping and aviation are not mentioned 

ÅEmissions reduction targets are not legally binding - no 
punishments for countries missing them 
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ά.ȅ ŎƻƳǇŀǊƛǎƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ƳƛǊŀŎƭŜΦ 
.ȅ ŎƻƳǇŀǊƛǎƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ 
disasterέ 
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